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" Theé Book We Wanted in the First Place
By CHRISTOPHER LEIMANN-HAUPT

ONLY ONFE YEAR. By Svetlana Alliluyeva. J On the evening of March 6, 1967'"“;]“]0
X aﬂnﬂftcfldz{,"o',?““lf, ef“‘}‘}“z‘:“erbg," {:\3’! the Russian official colony in New belhi
: 57%‘30 ravagze. pages. Flarp . ' was en;;agcd in an cvening of “planncd
SVETLANA ALLILUYEVA'S first. book, entertainment,” Miss Alliluyeva packed her

"‘TW‘i“W Lth;:rsl ntod ab Fré?/gi’t'; “\';‘ZI driver took a short cut behind the Soviet

were Msl: pt}{ur?(;/ccrll:r:xcc{{ %y t));e apnc;\.rance* ‘lr)m'hass;:;t;u:d diipog;ts?;l hesrhgn gﬁgﬁcﬁ;{ ﬂ:g
B : L' s * o D .

in our midst of this alien, smiling creaturei-st];;fsci.,l;ngtg;dn&mu crgssed the threshold,

that nothing less than a full explanation T o] 4 Marine® th

of her prescnce would do. How had the presented “to a Dblue-cye arine e

: : in gotten here?’
%Xﬁ?t&asofitm?{ccph Stalin_goten her <‘imprudently returned to her that afternoon

where she had k;’;" sand aw_'aited the turnigg of diplomatic
i i ‘wheels.

rem? How e
cd?;n ¢ itfm.‘c‘om’;;’m ’ 1 Then came the night flight to Rome, the
with where she 1~six-wcck sanctuary in Switzerland and

of The Times

j'.

suitcase and telephoned for a taxi, The. style).

passport that the Soviet Ambassador had,

“finally arrival in the United States, clamor- <
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rpest of - America. Moreover, she 1S’ oy:
‘nature a deeply emotional and subjective.
woman (some readers, incidentally, will b,
, put off by her equally emotional prose:

oz B ¥’
Tt is therefore hest to repard her Uinquali:
fied, almost agzrossively positive endorse~,
‘ment of American life—and, conversely,:
Jher conderanation of its critics (she bas no!
patience with hippies, {or instancej--as the:
-uncomplicated reflection of her emotional;
‘experience, Decause if her moving account,
of a journey ont of hell is taken up as a;
- cudgel to beat down disdent, or-if it is dis-
.:missed for its overpraise of this country,.a;
““valuable: historical dogument wili be dige
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was now? But in- !
‘stead of a  re-®
sponse to such
questions, Miss Al-
hiluyeva offered us
a subjective mem
oir of family life
written four years
‘earlier and ad-
‘drcs.scd to a So-
viet audience. To
Amerigan readers,
its quaint lyri-
cism seemed al-

N
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. Christopher §. Cushman
most monstrously * gyetlana Alliluyeva
naive; .its subjec- .
tivity, distorting;
trating. As she hersclf now says,
‘chronicle just could not satisfy at such a

- momeant.” So the excitement of her arrival

and its datedness, fruss
“A family

‘passed, and she retired to Princeton, N. L.
“When the news got around that she had

" ywritten a second book, no one much cared.

"But surprisingly—yet, if one stops to think
}about it, quite logically—that book turns
jout to be the one we hoped for ‘in the
“first place. o

f  “Only One Year” is several bhooks. It i
‘a memory of the Russia she left behind
“her. It is the appraisal of her father and his
§political consorts that was missing from

i+ “Twenty Letters.” 1t is a full report of her.
fimpressions of America. It is a tender
memorial to the man whose death precipls |-

" tated the year's extraordinary happenings.

$ And it is a dramatic account of fhe adven-' 1

kture,‘vthat brought her to America.

Decisions and Adventures
i The year of her adventures begins on

Fpec. 19, 1966, when Miss Alliluyeva flew

-§from Moscow to New Delhj with the urn
containing the ashes of Brashev Singh, the
{1ndian whom she had met and fallen in
love with three years earlier. There follow
‘her decision not to go back to the Sovict
‘Union, her furtive and frustrated atfempts
ito persuade the Indian Government to al-
Jow her to stay and finally. the slow birth
‘of h@r‘gqcisicxl to. trv. the United: States.
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1, adjustment among new friends.

- reminiscences, musings, objective historical]
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ous press conferences, .the publication of;
“Twenty Letters” and the long period 0(:'.;
i 1t is a tale of some pathos and suspgnse,"{
‘and Miss Alliluyeva spins it wout” withy v i
enough tension to support the baggage of:

Jjudgments and a declaration of religious] :
'faith, During her flight to India she recalis, Do
Jithe poignant details of her brief, harassed; O
irelationship with Brashev Singh, which?
lwas frowned upon by Soviet leaders. The;
itwo-month stay at Singh's.family seat inj
“Kalahankar on the Ganges .evokes a lyri- .
‘cally pastoral description of Indian life and !
the sense- of relief and freedom it gayez' -
.iMiss Alliluyeva. R
Telephone calls from Switzerland to her)
‘son and a friend in Moscow move her to a3
[lengthy description of her life and social
lcircle in post-Stalinist Russia, which res!
Jveals how close she was to the center ofy
‘Moscow intellectual life and, ferment. The; -
‘| publication of *Twenty Letters,” and thej
jadverse criticat comments that accused: her? -
‘inf naively misplacing the blame for  her
{father's ‘crimes on Lavrenti P..Beria, sets’
-(hcr off on. a lengthy, informative, ex-{
jtremely tough-minded assessment of her;
father, which leaves us no doubt that she! .
regards him as a “moral and spiritual mon-}

‘ster.” A o ;
More Than a Personal Tale
Finally, there are her memories of bleak,! "~
oppressive Soviet life. She summons up.j
‘|a strong sense of the fear, the small-mind-%
ledness and the cynicism of its rulers! the
terrible corrosion of revolutionary 'h'o-pes_iﬁ .
manifested In every detail of their grasp~®
ing, parvenu lives (only Georgi Malenkov: '
'and Nikita Khrushchev are sparad her; .
‘withering blasts); the gray, menolithic; . - "7~ S ceertid
.deadness of life within the Kremlin walis.% -~ .. ' R
¢ And hy contrast, the suhburst of Ameri-f . ' [
‘can Jife—which brings up a potential pites . o
“fall'of her book. Within only one year, she'

‘suffered personal loss and.stifling harass- .
tnient in the Soviet Union; relief and free-:
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